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What an impressive slogan— ‘Rich in heritage; full 
of potential’. [1]* What sorts of things might your 
learners think could have this slogan? Perhaps 
something cultural? Perhaps something related to 
the environment? Itis actually for 2023’s 
International Year (IY). 

This article will explore slogans, as an aspect of 
literacy, and suggest literacy and numeracy 
activities to introduce this IY,  with a focus on the 
first part of its slogan. You could adapt these 
activities to other materials and topics.

Slogans
What are slogans? Why are they used? What are 
some great slogans in your experience? Such 
questions could introduce this inquiry to your 
learners. A dictionary (book or online) should give 
learners answers to the firsttwo questions. 

* Square brackets [ ] indicate an on-line reference, 
found at the end of this article.

Short and catchy slogans are important in setting a 
scene. A list ofsome slogans that may be familiar to 
your learners is below. But the second column is 
mixed up. Can your learners match the columns 
correctly? (Check matches at the end of the article.) 

As a literacy exercise, some older learners may like 
to have a go at writing slogans—an essential tool of 
an advertising job. Some help in writing slogans 
could come from Amarnani at Logo.comwho 
provides ten tips for slogan writing and ten analyses 
of very successful slogans. [2] 

On the right is the 2023 IY of 
Millets slogan (IYM)  [3]. 
What are millets? ‘Rich in 
heritage’ suggests something 
with long-term value, so 
probably not a computer 
game! ‘Full of potential’ 
suggests something with yet- 
to-be-used benefits. What 
sort ofthing could that be?
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Slogan Company/ organisation 

A better future Amazon 

Finger lickin’ good Amnesty International 

Good works Australian Labour Party 2022 

Just do it Essendon Football Club 2013 

Just like a chocolate milk shake, only crunchy! Kellogg’s Coco Pops 

Strong economy, stronger future Kentucky Fried Chicken 

The fresh food people Liberal Party 2022 

Whatever it takes Nike 

Work hard. Have fun. Make history. St Vincent de Paul Society 

You can shine the light of hope. Woolworths Supermakets
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Millets 
What do you and your learners know about ‘millets’? 
I must confess that Iknew almost nothing about 
millets before writing this article, but the IYM 
promptedme to discover what they are, why they 
are valued and what educational activities could be 
based on them, beginning with what they are. 

A great introduction to millets is found in the one- 
minute IYM video [4].  Ithas both spoken and 
subtitled text, so that the video can be used for 
reading. The text in the box above can be used for 
literacy activities prior to seeing the video: 
• As a reading exercise, the words have different 

levels of complexity. For younger learners, the 
text can be used for a learning activity to identify 
target sounds they are currently learning. Or use 
it for practice reading aloud with any age. 

• As a grammar activity, your learners could 
underline the adjectives, which are not all in the 
simple adjective+ noun position. There are many 
descriptive words in this text which could be 
used to make an adjective tree diagram around 
the word ‘millet’, with the actual adjectives,  or 
converting phrases into adjectives. 

• As a comprehension activity,  your learners 
could look up the meanings of any unfamiliar 
words, e.g. nurture, nutritious, innovation. 

• Then, look for clues in the text (above) to 
identify what type of thing ‘millet’ is.  Can your 
learners explain their decision about what 
millets are from this text? Did they notice key 
words: grow, food,  harvest, soil? Together, they 
suggest a plant.

What sort of plants are millets?  The video has 
interesting images and may be worth watching a 
couple oftimes, to focus on them, rather than the 
words. Can your learners now saywhat type of 
plant a millet is? Confirm that from a dictionary. 

Millet Types 
There are many types of millets.  To the right is the 
IYM’s  drawings of 15  different millet types, showing 
colours and shapes of the plants [6].

'Imay be small, but I am strong. 
I grow where others cannot. 

I thrive in harsh and dry conditions, 
providing food where other harvests fail. 
I nurture soils and ecosystems, and boost 

biodiversity. 
I am nutritious and delicious, and highly 

diverse in types and flavours. 
Rooted in ancient cultures and traditions, I 

am a powerful source of innovation. 
I want to share my benefits widely with all 

people and the planet. 
But I cannot do it alone. 

Sobring me back to your table. 
I am millets.' [5]

Individual drawings  of each of these millets are 
also available online at the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation (FAO)-IYM  website [7].  These could 
be used for a literacy activity with two  or more 
learners, where an instructor can see these 
drawings and describes one type for the other(s) to 
draw. When that drawing is done, the ‘artist’sees 
the FAO one. 

A numeracy activity foryounger learners could be 
to group the plants by shapes, (e.g. vertical/wavy/ 
drooping or single/multi-stemmed) or by colours. 
Data can be inferred from these groups, such as 
which the dominant colour of the grains is. 

Can your learners correctly match any names to 
these plants’ pictures, in the diagram below, by 
using the names as a hint for shape or colour? Here 
is the list alphabetically,  (the list by position in the 
diagram is at the end of this article): 
Barnyard millet; 
Black fonio; 
Browntopmillet; 
Finger millet; 
Foxtailmillet; 
Guinea millet; 
Job’s tears; 
Kodomillet; 
Little millet; 
Pearl millet; 
Prosomillet; 
Raishan; 
Sorghum; 
Teff; 
White fonio. 
Photos can be found on the web: e.g. American 
Gardenershows fifteen ofthese millet types [8]. 

Rich in Heritage 
Howcould plants be described as rich in heritage? 
Ifyour learners grow plants, consider any heritage 
involved.  What aspects of  your lifestyle are based 

Diagram of 15 millet types [6]
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Map of pearl millet’s origins [12]


