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   Trees matter - what is their value?   

       
Key Aims:

· To help students become aware of how they value trees and how others around the world may have similar or different values.
· To appreciate that there may often be more than one point of view about a subject eg value of trees

· To develop careful looking at photographic materials for information it contains and communicates

· To develop design ideas for taking a photo of a local native tree using people to show its size
· To use the Perth Zoo statements for practical literacy and as inspiration for their own writing 
· To increase their knowledge of places locally and around the world

Activities 

A 
Group discussion about tree values as introduction

1 Close your eyes and think of a tree that is special to you.

What do you value it for? What sort of tree is it? 

2 Share responses by making a list of ‘values’. (an example of a set of values follows on the next page)
3 This can be used a stimulus for writing about the values of their own trees.

Materials

· From here on materials used are based on the Perth Zoo IYF Global Forests Photo Album. This could be done on individual computers allocated to a specific tree or with hard copy photos from it.   (I liked and used  photos: 6,10,13,15,22,31, 39, 44, 47,55,56,65,78,85 96,97)The statements for each photo are also needed, but not used at first.  These photos are used in all the following activities. 
· Making cards from the list of values can be used in activity C.
B 
Group discussion on what makes a good tree photo. 

1 Each student looks carefully at one Perth Zoo Photo Album photo to see how people are fitted in to the frame and what that tells observers.  
Eg Mostly people give an idea of size and use of the trees, but how they are arranged in the photo can affect how good that scaling is. 
Photographs do not heed to be posed, doing ordinary things can still look good. 

2 Consider the implications for the design of their own group photo to go on the Perth Zoo website. 
Then choose a local, native tree and some people to create a photo submission

Materials for C and D 
· This local indigenous photo from above.
C 
Perth Zoo photos to promote discussion of a range of values of  trees  globally  
1 Each student uses the same photo as they used in B. Look only at the photo (ie Don’t read any information that may be attached from the provider of the photo)  -

 What do you think is the value of the trees shown in it?  Share this in a discussion and your reasons from the photos for choosing it.  

As opinions are given the cards can be put down and developed into groups of similar values.

If you have some value names on cards (eg made from your discussion in A, or from my list below), they could be placed with the photo groups as they develop or at the end to see how many of the values were found in this selection of photos.    

2 If you have done this, at the end, look at how the photos are spread over the values.   
If some values have lots and others have few or none, students work by discussion how the photos could be reassigned to different values and shifted around around til all the values have a photo example (this does work for the list and photos selected below). 
3 Discuss how perceptions of values for things can vary with the amount and the value between people.
4  This can be used a stimulus for writing about the values of their own tree photo.

D 
Group discussion of descriptions

1 Each person silently reads the description attached to the photo that they had in B, to decide how well these descriptions matched the values they had seen in the photos.

Discuss where there are differences between what they had seen.

2 From these readings, discuss what sorts of comments makes a good description of the ‘values of indigenous local trees’?

3 Use this to write comments for the Perth Zoo website, especially for any tree that you have taken a photo of in B
E 
Group discussion of Perth Zoo locations

1 Each student uses the same photo they have used in B , to locate the name of the country or town from where the photo came.  

Research where it is if it is not known.

2 If you have hard copies of the photos , place these on a  big world map. If you are doing this digitally, you may want to use a symbol to place on the map. 
Look at the spread of photos. Is it even for a global project?  What reasons could explain the participation pattern? 

Eg consider awareness of the project, technology needed to be involved.
Some possible values of trees ready to print

Shelter / shade

Animal homes

Firewood

Building materials

Food

Protecting land

Carbon storage 

Pleasure

Recreation 

Lookouts

Art

Medicines

IYF Values of the Trees activities based on the Perth Zoo Global Forests Photo Album              (cc)  Jeanie Clark 2011   
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