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       pH , salinity and the trees in the Lower Wimmera
Some summary results – water quality readings and interpretation  
	pH, Salinity  - water quality readings for the Lower Wimmera 
in Mid August and mid October for the I Y Chemistry. (after <300 EC’s in January 2011 flood for all) 

	
	
	
	
	Nat Sc Wk mid August 2011
	Nat Water Wk mid Oct 2011

	school name 
	class size
	district
	Water source
	Aug data in IYC form of PSUs
	salinity EC's
	pH 
	salinity EC's
	 pH 

	Wimmera Home Educators Group
	3
	Horsham 
	Wimmera River 
	0.54
	980
	7.3
	1460
	7.5

	Wimmera Home Educators Group
	3
	Horsham 
	billabong wetland
	
	
	 
	470
	6.9

	St Peters Lutheran Primary School
	13
	Dimboola
	Wimmera River 
	0.414
	744
	7.6
	1060
	8

	St Peters Lutheran Primary School
	13
	Dimboola
	Wimmera River floodplain pond
	0.818
	1488
	7.4
	dry
	 

	Jeparit Primary School
	23
	Jeparit
	Wimmera River billabong'
	1205
	1205
	8.2
	3100
	8.6

	Wimmera Home Educators Group
	3
	Jepart
	Lake Hindmarsh -  4 mile beach
	
	
	
	1440
	8.41

	St Mary's Primary School 
	17
	Warracknabeal
	Yarriambiack Creek 
	0.576
	1045
	7.7
	1130
	7.5

	Beulah Primary School
	11
	Beulah
	Yarriambiack Creek 
	0.619
	1123
	7.6
	1260
	7.8

	St Josephs' Primary School
	8
	Hopetoun
	Yarriambiack Creek 
	0.281
	496
	8.5
	450
	8.9

	Yaapeet Primary School
	9
	Yaapeet
	Yaapeet Wetland
	240
	240
	9.5
	280
	9.5

	Wimmera Home Educators Group
	3
	Murtoa
	Lake Marma
	 
	 
	 
	1050
	7.55

	Wimmera Home Educators Group
	3
	Murtoa 
	Rabl Lake
	 
	 
	 
	410
	8

	Wimmera Home Educators Group
	3
	Jung
	town water supply
	 
	 
	 
	110
	7.08

	These readings were collected as part of the "pH, salinity and the trees' project for National Science Week and National Water Week  
	
	
	
	
	

	with Jeanie Clark , enviroed4all and were intended for the Global Water Experiment website, but it couldn’t take multiple entries 
	
	
	(cc) Jeanie Clark 2011 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	what the pH readings and colours mean 
	
	What salinity readings in EC's or this colour code means
	How to describe salinity
	
	

	0-6 is acidic   it burns
	
	We all need a little salt, but too much kills!  
	0-300  - almost rain water 
	
	

	7 is neutral - good.
	
	You can’t taste salt below 800 uS/cm EC’s.
	301 – 800 low level 
	
	

	8-12 is alkaline it stops proper growth 
	
	there is some salt but it's ok for drinking
	801 – 1600 medium level 
	
	

	
	
	For drinking water, too much salt is over 1600 uS/cm EC’s. 
	1601 – 2500 high level
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