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Love2Read?

Find Science in books, share it!

Inspiring Australia @ your library”

Read4Nature – Science in our Picture Books

Farm theme Background and instructions 
The subthemes in the Farm Section are: 

· Farm books with a variety of themes:
· General

· 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zy3qwj3zk8e0hgp/AI4v2UkcJE" 

Australian

· 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/l0xsk3lxi7witmw/8DILg_FL9r" 

British

· 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t6nfodev56o1bj8/juH9Mq9A8I" 

Hens

· 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fdwl20somavowkb/_MiSS8mGUR" 

Sheep

· 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/g0ghp3yqippn870/QwU2pRtLtC" 

Ducks and pond life

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8gickg8xkbk53n7/HEno74g6kf"

Garden plants

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/klwgczfmi48ghfq/-4qFsGValT"

Garden life.
 
These hyperlinked subthemes open into lists of books in alphabetical order. (Ctrl+click, and wait to load)
In each subtheme list, you will find a list of books which has the following details: 

· living things group for its story, 

· book cover, 

· title and author 

· and comments on what is inspiring about each book.

· Library where it was reviewed

· Hyperlink open to each book’s sheet for its Scientific content and suggestions 

Each book’s sheet is a jpeg (photo) of those created for the library branches. Each has:  

· basic information, 

· a ‘thumbs up’ for a particular value that book may have

· Scientific content about the living things- descriptions, life cycles, homes, food chains. 

· Some suggestions for follow-up activities to explore Scientific aspects of the living things. The key ones that I would suggest for sharing and encouraging a love of Nature are:

· Go out and observe living things that are linked with the story. 

· Share family anecdotes about living things that are linked with the story.

· Create simple art/craft activities to focus on living things, their parts, homes, foods, and how we relate to them. Play-doh is always useful, as is drawing and acting! 
· detailed information about what Science you will find in the book
·  a non-fiction book linked to it to:

· Find illustrations to check if the picture book illustrations are true

· and fill in gaps in your knowledge to share with the children 
· your local librarians could also help you with this
· when there is more than one sheet for a book, you will find different suggestions on them. 
These are the other themes and subthemes

· Bush books with a variety of themes:

· Bilbies

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hvj5sjrq6pk858y/JbV81dnO_y"

Bush environment

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/s36uxj2ts7knxcn/g5ugMfYymn"

General bush animals

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/g2tfy86snb11h37/u1zgwIh6S6"

Kangaroos

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/u90ij5yjargyhuj/7x-8ndRnZN"

Koalas

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1h7sb2hoeh221ux/r40UasgT3V"

Native birds

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1v09d0rqrqbwo9v/bQTSFgUd1g"

Platypus

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1crm2rg6a9q54a8/fdyFWzoktK"

Possums

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bgzfgaxirjkg7zh/zR86sW7-Fh"

Tasmanian Devils

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jhz5o0yd3szwwl3/4mEl6O_V-N"

Wombats

· 
Marine books

· Board books

· General

· 

HYPERLINK "https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1jtfq2n1ef5utwq/UFTQ-Oq5TP"

Farm
 

· Garden


Why the farming focus? 2012 was the Australian Year of the Farmer. Most Australians no longer have direct on-farm experiences and children learn about farm animals from picture books, screens, and toys.  This learning still uses the ‘observe, record and share’ aspects of Science. The participants reviewed farm picture books to see what they provide from a Nature Science point of view and prepared National Science Week events for their community based on these.  

Other comments about this resource: 
Why features of a picture book can inspire a love of Nature in its ‘readers’? 

In 2012, I led groups of women mainly to assess picture books for learning about, and inspiring a love of, Nature from the Wimmera Regional Library Corporation’s branch libraries.

Illustrations were the key, especially for young children, and so we looked for: 
· realistic representations of living things,  

· pleasant colours and expressions

· details that go beyond the key living thing.
Although this resource comes from Wimmera books, the concepts for reviewing and adding to picture books could be used anywhere. These books found in the Wimmera will be available in other places too. You are also invited to add to this resource by sharing your ideas with others.  
What is Science? From when we are very young, I think we do Science as part of living and knowing the world – we observe (notice things), we record (do some action which puts them into our memories of what they are) and we share that information (do drawings, talk to others).  This read4Nature project is about becoming more aware of the Nature Science that is in picture story books and using it to inspire a love of Nature.  

Inspiring Australia and WRLC

This project has been made possible by an Australian Government’s Inspiring Australia grant for projects which can help unlock the potential in all of us to be more ‘involved in Science’.  The Wimmera Regional Library Corporation’s branches hold wonderful books that can be used for Science and they partnered this project as it supports the National Year of Reading.  
In August 2012, the books on the shelves were short-listed and reviewed by the participants in the read4Nature project for their values in inspiring a knowledge of Nature Science for living things on ‘ farms’ –which included ponds, gardens and general countryside landscapes.  The books can be found in other places so this resource is available for use anywhere.

This resource can be used from anywhere to seek out good books for Nature. May it help you unlock more Nature Science from picture books with your young ones! 

With thanks to all who helped, supported and inspired this project. 

Jeanie Clark

enviroed4all
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